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In hides and skins, the main features of the year's trade were-
a considerable decrease in the export of raw hides, an increase in
the export of tanned hides, and a decrease in the exports of raw
and tanned skins. The decrease in the export of raw hides
is accounted for partly by the great increase in the tanning of
cow hides in India for Army purposes, and partly by the greater
scarcity and cost of freight which limited the export of inferior
qualities. Government control, prohibiting the export, on private
account, of hides suitable for army work, accounts for a decrease
in the exports to the United States, which took only 500 tons
as against 10,000 tons in 1916-17. The total exports of raw
hides during the year under review represented only 42 per
cent, of the pre-war average. But the quantity of tanned
hides exports increased to over 18,000 tons, doubling the
pre-war figure. Almost the entire quantity was shipped to the
United Kingdom, and according to the Controller of Hides,
at least three-fifths of the upper leather used in the United
Kingdom for the British and the Allied armies was supplied
from Indian tanned cow hides, almost all of which were tanned
in the Madras and Bombay Presidencies and in, the United
Provinces. An important development in this connection has*
been the increased use by the Southern India tanneries of the
best class of hides from northern India which used to be
exported to Germany and Austria,
In oil seeds, there was a remarkable fall in exports owing
to the shortage of freight, which was naturally most marked in
the case of seeds n&t essential for war purposes. The total
export amounted to under half a million tons, a decrease of
68 per cent, from the pre-war average. On the other hand the
export* of castor seeds, which were in great demand as supplying
the best lubricant for aeroplane engines, increased to 57,000
tons from 39,000 tons in 1916-17 ; and the total shipment to
all countries increased by 5 per cent. Over two million gallons
of castor oil, nearly double the pre-war average, weie exported
and more than one .half of this export went to the United
Kingdom. Mention must also be made of the exports of wolfram
ore. Nearly 5,000 tons of this extremely valuable commodity
were shipped from Burma to the United Kingdom. Exports